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The Evolution of Television

What are your favorite television programs?  How often do you watch T.V.?  During the 1950’s, the phenomenon of this picture box was just beginning.  People all over the country not only purchased T.V.’s, but regularly tuned in to their favorite programs.  These programs portray the lifestyle and values of the day through sitcoms such as “I love Lucy” and “Leave it to Beaver.”  Sitcoms of today similarly show the values and standards of modern times.  

Directions: 

Part 1 - In class we will be viewing an episode of “I Love Lucy.”  Answer the following questions according to what you see.  Think about it.  Analyze it.  

Part 2 – For HOMEWORK, you must watch at least ½ hour of a current sitcom on T.V. or NETFLIX.  This can be anything from Seinfield to The Simpsons.  It’s up to you which show you watch.  Answer the same questions according to what values and standards you observe. 

Part 3 -  You will then compare and contrast the modern sitcom to that of the 1950’s.  Explain in at least ½ page how they were different or the same.  Explain the changes that have occurred in the past 50 years in terms of 

a) violence/language/sexuality

b) Roles of men and women
c) Clothing
d) Etc.
EXTRA CREDIT!!!

If you choose, you may choose this option for extra credit.  Instead of completing Part 3 above, you may write a 2 page double spaced response paper analyzing the differences between standards, values, and lifestyles between now and the 1950’s through the examples in the two television programs you watched.  

25 points!!!!

Part 3:  Write response here

1. How are they dressed? Casual or dressed up? 

a. Men

b. Women

2. What is the role of men? What stereotypes are men given? 

3. What is the role of women?  What stereotypes are women given? 

4. How do children treat their parents?  Respectfully? Rude? 

5. Are there a lot of violence/bad language/ sexual innuendoes?  Give examples.  

6. How is marriage viewed?  Are they happy?  Do they treat each other well?  Are they married? 

7. What morals or standards are taught through the sitcom? Is there a message for the audience to take home with them?  

8. According to this television show, what was society like during this time period? 
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